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Summary
The present investigation was carried out at College of Agriculture, Vellayani, Kerala Agricultural
University, Kerala to develop the nutrient management strategies for Onattukara sandy tract of
Kerala. The overall fertility status of this region indicated that the soil was strongly acidic with
high level of phosphorus and low organic carbon and potassium. Excess levels of phosphorus
and wide spread deficiencies of calcium, magnesium boron and zinc are the major limitations to
crop production in this region. Management of soil acidity is essential for successful crop
production in the region. Liming of acid soils in accordance with soil test results is highly
essential. Regular application of organic matter or recycling of organic matter is essential to
maintain favourable physico-chemical and biological environment in the soils and retention of
applied plant nutrients. Restrict the use of nitrogenous (N) fertilizers in accordance with soil
test results or as recommended in the package of practices of Kerala Agricultural University.
Reduction in the use of phosphatic (P) fertilizers to the tune of fifty per cent of the recommended
dose is possible. Apply potassium (K) fertilizers in doses specified, but in several splits to
minimize the leaching losses. Amelioration of soil acidity and external inputs of secondary and
micronutrients along with the NPK nutrients are essential for enhancing crop productivity in
the region.
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